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The Hall of Fame “Meritorious Service” award was created
to honor those individuals who have displayed outstanding
ability in the game of American Tenpins and/or have
contributed through meritorious service to the general
welfare and progress of the game in the state of lowa.

Any lowa State USBC association or member may
nominate an individual for this award. Our recipient is a
person who provides leadership, knowledge and
cooperation in assisting the lowa State USBC.

This evening, we honor a person who has shown me the
true meaning of patience when dealing with USBC
bowlers/members and first-time parents of youth bowlers.

President Chris Birnbaum, would you please escort Jolene
Ketelsen to the podium.

It was a great pleasure to find out that the Board of
Directors of the lowa State USBC approved the Hall of
Fame committee recommendation of Jolene as the 2023
Meritorious inductee. It was an honor (and little shocking)
to be asked to be her presenter at this induction ceremony
— as some of you might know | get a little emotional when
presenting awards to people that | admire, respect and
consider a close friend.

Jolene Ketelsen started her service rein locally in the
DeWitt Association as the YABA/YA Association manager
in 1990 to present and along with that she dipped her toes
into a League President role 1995-1997, which then
morphed into a league secretary in 1998 to present, she
also serviced as DeWitt's WBA Association manager in
2005-2019. In 2019 when DeWitt association merged, she
was helpful in that transition.

On the State Level she served as a delegate to the lowa
State YABA from 1990-1997.



She was elected to the lowa State YABA Director in 1997
— 2002, served on several committees as a chair person,
on the lowa State YABA Budget & Finance 1999,
Tournament 2000, Budget & Finance again in 2001,
Policies in 2002 and lowa State USBC Scholarship in
2020.

Other committees she has served on include lowa State
YABA Policies in 1998 and lowa State USBC Nominating
committee in 2021 and the lowa State USBC scholarship
in 2021, 2022.

She has been the lowa State YABA / Youth Tournament
Director 2003 to present. Awards that she won include —
lowa State YABA Volunteer of the Year in 1993, has held
the office for lowa State YABA/YA Association Manager
2002-2019 and lowa State USBC Coordinator 2019 to
present. She also serves on lowa Bowling Council since
2002 and has been serving as the Secretary / Treasurer
since 2021.

She has also worked as a Tournament Staffer at Junior
Gold and Youth Open in 2016 at Expo Bowl in
Indianapolis, IN.

So, after reading off all her credentials for all the years that
she has put into bowling isn’t enough, just her sheer love
of bowling should say it all. She wouldn’t still be a part of
everything that she does for bowling if she didn’t enjoy it
because we all know it is positively a “thankless job”.
Knowing that she took over the youth secretary/manager
for DeWitt thinking her son Seth, had about 6 years to go
before he graduated, has morphed into finishing her 32~
year not only with the Youth and Women, but now doing
the merged DeWitt association manager position.

Jolene is probably the best advocate not only for bowling
on the local level but on the state level as well. She is
always helping associations advocate for their youth
programs so the youth aren’t shunted to the back burner
by the adults. She is always available to receive phone
calls on a Saturday morning from her FAVORITE PEST
(me) on questions that | might have. | really think that is
how | am listed in her caller id.

Her time spent helping this sport over the last 3 decades is
innumerable. Hours spent behind the scenes and at the
centers running tournaments. Hours helping teams from
around the state get bowlers from other associations to fill



out teams and doubles partners so the youth can
participate fully in a state event. Youth State is not like
Open or Women, there are four shifts on each of a
Saturday & Sunday. She is there for all those shifts every
weekend answering questions, making changes, helping
youth to get teammates/doubles partners when a kid
doesn’t show up (usually because of a broken bone, forgot
they signed up or just didn’t show up). | have personally
witnessed this craziness at the lowa State Youth
Championship tournament and have been one of those
people that she needed to work her magic in Cedar
Rapids this year.

These weekends are long and exhausting, but she loves
doing it even with the stress of trying to get the paperwork
dealt with properly in WinLabs.

Please join us as we honor and thank Jolene Ketelsen for
her dedication, service, friendship and her passion to the
youth bowlers of lowa.

Presented June 24, 2023

Chris Birnbaum, President
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